THE FIVE C THEORY

A map of five reinforcing forces

Use the framework to diagnose relationships, not to reduce a country to a slogan.
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CULTURE CORRUPTION
Belonging and obligation can widen public solidarity or Private access, favoritism and selective enforcement
narrow duty to private loyalty. can displace fair public procedure.
CITIZENSHIP CONTENTMENT
Equal membership gives people standing to ask, Dignity and resilience sustain people, but should not
participate, object and expect fair treatment. permanently lower public expectations.
COMPLACENCY BREAKI!\IG THE CYCL!E . . . .

. . Turn private adaptation into public questions, evidence,
Repeated failure can produce a surrender of expectation . . . R

. . o consistent standards, collective action and institutional

even among active, informed citizens. response
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